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work 
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Why are we 
Here?  
We are to 
be Godôs  
hands,  
feet and  
voice  

in the  
world. 

 

 
  During the season of Lent, Iõve developed a Lenten discipline  of 
posting a word on Facebook and seeking songs, artwork, poetry, or 
quotes from my òfriendsó on Facebook. I was fairly worried about 
making this discipline public, because                
I know there is a chance I will fall short ð  
skipping a day (or more) or where I post         
the òwrongó word of the day. But I decided 
to stick with it anyway. (As I write this, it is still 
early in Lent, so I canõt report how it has 
gone so far!)  
  I hoped that this discipline would help me surround myself with 
prayer, quotes, music, and artwork that connects with certain spiritual 
themes. But I also hoped that some of my friends might participate.             
I knew there was a chance that they might  surprise 
me , offering something that feels  unsuitable for 
sharing or unfitting for a Lenten reflection. I realized 
that even that  could provide me an opportunity for 
spiritual growth and inspiration. In fact, Iõm hoping 
that someone shares something that really              
stretches my understanding of a topic or phrase.  
  I get really inspired by studying with or reflecting with others. 
When I can share my own insights and hear the insights of others,             

my soul is stretched , and my worldview is  
widened . This is especially true when I hear 
voices of people who come from different 
places or different backgrounds than me. 
Revelation 7:9 embodies this source of              
inspiration for me: òAfter this I looked, and 
there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from  every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands.ó 
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From The Desk of Pastor Carla, Continued..  
  What inspires you ? What opens up your creativity  or growth or spiritual                 
edification? Weõve been exploring ways of using coloring during worship as a way of 
tuning in with a different way of listening . Some people have described that they find 
themselves MORE able to tune into what is being said in 
scripture, song, or sermon when they are coloring.  
  Some people find spiritual inspiration in very familiar, everyday tasks, like doing 
laundry, cleaning, washing dishes, or cooking. òI flip my little omelet in the frying pan 
for the love of God,ó said Brother Lawrence (17 th century monk, writing about the 
òpractice  of the presence of Godó). Since these events are repeated several times a 
day (or week), this is an easy way to remind ourselves to pray and to make ourselves 
aware of Godõs constant presence in our lives.  
  Some people find inspiration through movement ð taking a run, walking in the 
park, doing yoga, lifting weights, or weeding the garden. For some, the rhythm of                      
repeated movement really helps to quiet the worries and concerns of the day. The 

physical exertion can also serve to remind us of our reliance   
on God. Inspiration can come through physical movement.  
  Some people find inspiration by reading or viewing other 
peopleõs ideas (Pinterest, anyone?). Whether itõs a devotional 
booklet (Christ in Our Home or The Word in Season) or an 
online blog or podcast, hearing other peopleõs insights can 
trigger our own creativity and reflection . 
At  livinglutheran.org  you can view current and past articles in 
the Living Lutheran magazine. Many of these weekly posts re-
flect on current events or themes appropriate for the current 
liturgical season.  

  I am also inspired by intergenerational relationships. When I hear a young person 
sharing their hopes and dreams with an older adult, it reminds me how we grow and 
learn from one another. When I see an adult member encouraging a child to exercise 
their gifts (even if that just means carrying the offering plate in the sanctuary), it reminds 
me how we can encourage  each other . When I observe younger and older people 
solving problems together or sharing prayers together, it reminds me that we are 
stronger together than we are apart. Pastor Jeff Mikyska of Holy Trinity Lutheran (Elgin, 
IL) said it this way: òEveryone you ever encounter is seen as a miracle of life in 
someone's eyes. Everyone you ever interact with is a beloved child in God's eyes.    
Each and every one of us is a precious miracle in this world.ó 
  God inspires each of us in so many ways . I hope that during this Lenten season, 
you will find a variety of ways to seek to be inspired by God, to let your mind and heart 
expand through Godõs movement and presence in your life. 

òGod be in my head,  
and in my understanding;  

God be in mine eyes,  
 and in my looking;  

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;  
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;  

God be at mine end, and at my departing.ó 
(The words of this hymn are from the 1558 Sarum Primer.)  

http://livinglutheran.org/
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EASTER/RESURRECTION SUNDAY 
ONE Combined 20th Anniversary Service 

@ 9:30 AM 

            SERVING IN WORSHIP:                                      March 2018 
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Looking for a Lenten Practice to do with others?  

JOIN OUR LENTEN BOOK STUDY  
SUNDAY MORNINGS @ 9:30 AM!   

  Been thinking of doing something for this Lent, but have yet to decide 
on what? Beginning March 4th, join us for a Lenten Sunday morning Book 
Study which will be Sundays in Lent at 9:30 AM through March 25th. 

  Led by MIC student Ruby, the study is on Traveling Light                
by Max Lucado. Using Psalm 23 as a guide, Lucado invites 
us to ñrelease some of the burdens we were never intended to 
bear. [We will walk] through a helpful inventory of our          
burdens. May God use this Psalm to remind you to 
release the burdens you were never meant to bear.ò* 
 

*Quotation from Book Summary found on Amazon.com  

GOOD FRIDAY 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Pam 

Marino  
N/A  

(No Comm. ) 

Mickey  

Bligh 

Jane  

Schira  
N/A  

(No Comm. ) 

Joe  

Childress  



--Ҕ  CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ wŜŎŀǇΗ  ғ-- 
  As part of the 20 community events we are partici-

pating in to celebrate our 20 th anniversary (20for20), United in Faith hosted  

a Winter Farmersõ Market in conjunction with Faith in Place on Saturday, 

February 10, 2018. Ten vendors and ALMOST 90 SHOPPERS braved the morning 

snow to shop for winter produce, jams, soups, baked goods, coffee,     

chocolate, and even dog treats!  

  Thank you to everyone at United in Faith who came to shop or help 

with setup and tear down, especially all of our Scouts! Be sure to visit   

faithinplace.org  to find dates and locations for upcoming Winter Farmersõ 

Markets in the area.  

GOLDEN REBELS (formerly Golden Diners) Meets for  

BINGO on Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday from 10 AM - 2 PM 

 2018 Faith Promises  

   Thank you to all of you who turned in a written faith promise.            
This year, we received 27 forms, which is down slightly from last yearõs             
29 promises. In terms of dollar figures, we were down almost $1,000.               
Some of this is likely due to the removal of the Building Use 
Fund line from the envelopes and the forms.  

   We continue to encourage every family unit to           
complete a Faith Promise Form as a way for your to be           
deliberate about giving your time, talents, & treasure.    
  Thank you  for continuing to be so generous with this 
community!  
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http://faithinplace.org/


 

  Lenten Worship at United In Faith  
In Lent 2018, we continue listening for and seeking to follow God's voice on 
our collective & individual journeys of wonder and struggle in the wilderness. 

 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES - Wednesdays 
  Midweek Lenten Services will take place on                 
Wednesdays, February 28, March 7, 14, 21. Each week 
there will be two very different Lenten midweek  services 
ï one at 11 am based around ELCA World Hunger and 
learning about different countries; and one at 7 pm using 
Holden Evening Prayer. 
§ 11:00 AM Midweek Services, led by Pastor Carla, 
will include a  simple international-themed meal which we will share as 
we  join together for prayer and scripture and learn about how ELCA 
World Hunger helps those around the world.  

§ 7:00 PM Midweek Services, led by MIC student Liz Koerner, will be              
based on Holden Evening Prayer. Holden Evening Prayer was written               
by Marty Haugen as a tribute to Holden Village (a retreat center in the 
Cascade Mountains of Washington State). 

 

HOLY WEEK - March 29th & 30th 
  During Holy Week, focusing on the mandate to l  
ove one another as Jesus loves us, we will have              

Maundy Thursday Services 
at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm 
(communion and the stripping of the altar).  
  On Good Friday, services will be held                    
at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm and feature stations                     
of the cross.  

 

EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE - April 1st 
Kidsô Easter Egg Hunt @ 8:30 AM  
9:30 AM ONE Combined Easter  
                        Worship Service -  
        Guest preacher, Bishop Wayne Miller       
                  from Metro Chicago Synod 

UIF Twentieth Birthday Party @ 10:30 AM  
      (cake and finger foods) 


